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CROCO DESIGNS

Specializing in Web, Print

and Cover Design for Authors

Frauke Spanuth

Bachstr. 6a

24340 Eckernförde

Germany

Email: croco@crocodesigns.com

Web:   www.crocodesigns.com

COVER ART QUESTIONNAIRE

Thanks for taking the time to read and fill out this questionnaire.

Once completed, please send it back to croco@crocodesigns.com.
Please read through this questionnaire and fill it out as best you can. Feel free to skip any sections or questions that are not relevant to your cover. 
This design questionnaire will help me understand what your book is about and how you imagine your cover. Please keep in mind that it will be difficult to depict an actual scene out of your book. I work with stock images, so there are limits. On the other hand, the most successful covers are of a more simpler nature and clean in appearance with title and author name in a font and size that is still readable at a smaller size.

If you don’t have a detailed vision of your cover, don’t worry. The information you’ll provide, will still give me a feel of what the cover should look like. Together we will create a cover that you love and can be proud to call yours.

I. DEADLINE

Please let me know when you need your cover to be finalized:
II. ART FACT SHEET
Author Name:

Title:
Subtitle/Series Name (if applicable):

For Series Titles Only: 

If this is not the first title (and I didn’t design prior books in this series), please provide me with the cover art for the earlier instalments, so I can maintain the overall series design if one exists and is desired to preserve. In this case it will also be helpful to inform me about fonts used here. Thanks!
Tagline (if applicable):

Review Quote (if applicable):

Please list only one (preferable a short one), as the front cover otherwise will appear too crowded otherwise. Review Quotes for the back cover, please list in the print section of this questionnaire. Thank you!

Genre — i.e. Romance, Sci-Fiction, Fantasy, etc.:
Subgenre/Themes — i.e. for Romance: Contemporary, for Fantasy: Urban Fantasy, etc.: 
FOR ROMANCE NOVELS ONLY: 
Heat Level: 

Pairing:

(The number of people in the primary romance, and their sexes. E.g., 2, m/f. 3, m/m/m). 
Visual Hook/Mood:

Story Time Period:
Please list the season. This always helps with finding models wearing suitable clothing. Not that your story is set in winter and the models on the cover are wearing shorts and summer dresses.
Story Locations:

Setting Comments:
Do you prefer people on your cover? Or only silhouettes or no people at all?

For silhouettes, please still fill out the character description below. This allows me to get body build and hair length right.

Main Character Descriptions: 
Please note that when working with photos, I try to come as close as possible to the characters descriptions, but there may be limits. Thanks for your understanding!
Should faces be visible?
FOR ROMANCE NOVELS PLEASE ANSWER ALSO THE FOLLOWING: 
Should only the hero / the heroine be visible on the cover or both?

If it is a hero only cover: Naked man chest or not? 

If it is a hero only cover: Beard or not? Tattoos or not?

General notes about nudity on the cover:
FOR MILITARY / SEAL ROMANCES ONLY: 
Should the hero wear dog tags or uniform / fatigues?
Should the hero or heroine have a weapon?

Story Synopsis: 

What interesting visual elements (either object or place) have great significance in this book?
Any colors that you don’t like and don’t want me to use on your cover, not even as font color?
Covers you like from other books? Please list competitive covers if you can, i.e. covers of the same genre/addressing the same readership that you like.
III. PRINT COVER INFO
Please fill this part out if you need a full cover flat (front cover with spine and back) and already know the page count of the final edited manuscript.

There is no need to fill this part out, if you (for now) only need an eBook cover.

Printer or Print Service — e.g., Createspace, Lightning Source, etc.:

Trim Size — 6" x 9", 5" x 8", or whatever else, etc.: 

FINAL Page Count of the interior text block — this will determine the spine width of the cover flat. That’s the reason the design of the print cover should happen after the interior has been completely edited, proofed, and finalized: 

Paper Type/Color — you can usually choose between white and cream paper: 

Back Cover Copy:
Additional Review Quotes for the Back Cover: 
Should your website address be listed on the Back Cover? If so, please add it here.

Would you like to include your author photo on the back? If so, please attach(! – don’t include here in the Word document) a high-res copy of your photo.
IV. IMPORTANT INFO
If this is not a rush order, you’ll receive your first concept(s) within the two weeks. (Timescales are from after receipt of deposit.)
In the case that the eBook cover has already been designed, you can usually expect a turnaround for the print cover flat file within 2–3 days if not otherwise noted.

You have the right to request a second concept if the first one is not what you hoped it would be. But I won’t make changes to both concepts. You have to choose one that I then fine-tune.

If you require more than two different concepts, additional fees will apply. If you prefer to terminate the project at this point, note that no refund will be given due to the time already spent working on the previous concepts.
I also reserve the right to state when you have exhausted my services at any time.

Once you have settled on a concept, I will make a couple of changes (tweaking certain individual elements of the cover, changing colors, moving elements, changing text placement and/or fonts, and resizing) as necessary but within reason. 

V. TERMS OF SERVICE
By filling out this questionnaire and sending it to croco@crocodesigns.com, you are agreeing to Croco Designs’s Terms and Conditions as stated above (under ‘The Design Process’) as well as the following Terms of Services:
https://crocodesigns.com/terms-of-service/
VI. BILLING INFORMATION FOR NEW CLIENTS
Please fill this part out if you are a new client.

You will receive your invoices by email, but I still need your snail mail address due to tax / legal reasons. 
· If you live outside the European Union, your address will be proof that I don’t have to charge you 19% VAT. 

· If you live within the European Union (including the United Kingdom for now), please let me know your VAT identification number if you have one. Without VAT ID, I will also have to charge you 19% VAT. 
Name:

Address:

ZIP / Postal Code:

City:

State / Province:

Country:
VAT ID (if you live in the EU):
That’s it. You’re done. Yay!
Now all that’s left to do is to save this document and e-mail it to

croco@crocodesigns.com.

As soon as I see your questionnaire in my inbox, I’ll send you an acknowledgment and let you know if I can make your deadline.

If I have questions regarding the form, I’ll get back to you within 24 hours (except for weekends and holidays). You will also receive an invoice for a deposit (50%).
In the case the eBook cover has already been designed, you can usually expect a turnaround for the print cover flat file within 2–3 days. 

Otherwise, and this is not a rush order, you’ll receive your first concept(s) within the next two weeks. (Timescales are from after receipt of deposit.)



